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about the voyage of the gunboat Panther was to
impress Lloyd George and Winston Churchill with
the   German  menace.    The   Home   Secretary   dis-
covered suddenly that he was officially responsible
for guarding certain naval stores of high explosive,
startled a resentful admiral by calling on him to
produce Marines, and finally prevailed on Haldane
to send soldiers.   Then he began to look into cog-
nate questions about spies and, widening his range
of interests,  surveyed  the  military  field  at  large.
Lord Haldane, whose luminous intelligence had re-
made and largely re-equipped the Army since 1906,
did not discourage his young colleague;   and the
soldiers were communicative.   For the Chief of the
General Staff had known Mr. Churchill as a subal-
tern on the North-west Frontier, and Henry Wilson
so far overcame his poor opinion of civilians  as to
expound the future from his large map of Belgium
to  " those ignorant men."    Mr.  ChurchilPs  com-
petence upon such questions was recognised by his
inclusion in a meeting of the Committee of Imperial
Defence summoned to consider the strategy of the
impending war;  and true to his belief in die effect
of a lucid paper on Mr. Asquith, he had already
favoured the Prime Minister with a memorandum
upon " Military Aspects of the Continental Prob-
lem.'*   Although it struck General Wilson as " ridi-
culous and fantastic," and its proposal of a British
concentration  on the Loire  (in  anticipation  of a
French retreat) was out of harmony with War Office
ideas, its predictions of German successes upon the
twentieth day and Allied recovery upon the fortieth
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